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Bi-Borough SLT Levels of 

Support 

The Bi-Borough School Aged 

Speech, Language and 

Communication Local Offer is 

provided through Central London 

Community Healthcare (CLCH) 

NHS Trust and the Bi-Borough 

Inclusion Service. The Whole 

System Approach works at a 

universal, targeted and specialist 

level, providing training and 

guidance to professionals and 

parents at all levels to identify and 

meet the needs of school aged 

children. 

A child/young person may receive 

several packages from different 

levels at the same time, with 

specialist level interventions based 

on their need at a given moment in 

time. 

Understanding questions 

overview 

Supporting your child to understand 

questions is a parent workshop 

designed to support you to 

understand levels of questioning, so 

that you can ask your child 

questions at their level of 

understanding and support them to 

develop their understanding to the 

next level.  

Understanding Questions Pack 

This parent resource pack is 

designed to give you some further 

ideas to support your child’s 

understanding of questions at 

home. 

How will understanding 

questions help my child? 

- Support their understanding 

and participation in 

conversations 

- Support access to the 

curriculum 

What further support is available 

to my child in school? 

Your child may be included in a 

‘Language for Thinking’ group in 

school. 

https://communicationhub.org/
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Speak to your child’s SENCo or 

Class Teacher for further 

information about this. 
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Pack Overview 

What’s Included? 

 

Page Resource 

7 Blanks level questions bookmark 

8 What are Blanks Level 1 Questions? 

9 What are Blanks Level 2 Questions? 

10 What are Blanks Level 3 Questions? 

11 What are Blanks Level 4 Questions? 

 

Page How To… Guides 

12 Use Blanks Questions when reading  

13 Use Blanks Questions in the playground 
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Blank level questions 

What are Blank’s level questions?  

A model developed by Blank, Rose and Berlin (1978) to show the 

development of questions.  

Level 1 Naming The child is asked to name, find or notice 
something within their immediate environment. 
They can respond using a single word/ pointing. 

Level 2 Describing  The child is asked to describe a given object or 
person. They may be required to understand/ use 
concepts.   

Level 3 Retelling The child is asked to sequence pictures and 
events in order and make predictions.  

Level 4 Justifying The child is asked to explain or justify why or how.  

 

What will Blank level questions support? 

❖ To check understanding   

❖ Stimulate thinking   

❖ Help solve problem   

❖ Support social understanding and interaction   

How to use the Blank level questions? 

You can incorporate Blank level questions throughout the day. Here are some 

examples of activities.  

Activity How to Resources 

Reading - Read a book 
together 

- Ask your child 
questions in 
relation to the 
book, at their 
level of 
understanding 

A book 
How to guide  
https://communicationhub.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/12/How-
To-Use-Blanks-Questions-when-
Reading.pdf 
 

Cooking - Bake a cake 
together  

- Ask your child 
questions, at 

Equipment to bake a cake 
Blank questions bookmark 

https://communicationhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/How-To-Use-Blanks-Questions-when-Reading.pdf
https://communicationhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/How-To-Use-Blanks-Questions-when-Reading.pdf
https://communicationhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/How-To-Use-Blanks-Questions-when-Reading.pdf
https://communicationhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/How-To-Use-Blanks-Questions-when-Reading.pdf
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their level of 
understanding.  

For example, 
L1: What is this? 
L2: Find something 
that we can stir the 
cake mixture with 
L3: Tell me how to 
bake a cake?  
L4: Why did we put 
the cake in the oven? 

Gardening - Plant a bulb in a 
pot.  

- Ask your child 
questions, at 
their level of 
understanding. 

For example,  
L1: Show me the 
bulb.  
L2: Find the big flower 
pot.  
L3: What might 
happen next?  
L4: What could we do 
if the flower doesn’t 
grow?   

Equipment to plant a bulb 
Blank questions bookmark 

Playing in the 
playground 

- Go to the park 
together 

- Ask your child 
questions at 
their level of 
understanding 

A park 
How to guide 
https://communicationhub.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/12/How-
To-Use-Blanks-Questions-in-the-
Playground.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Top Tips 

https://communicationhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/How-To-Use-Blanks-Questions-in-the-Playground.pdf
https://communicationhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/How-To-Use-Blanks-Questions-in-the-Playground.pdf
https://communicationhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/How-To-Use-Blanks-Questions-in-the-Playground.pdf
https://communicationhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/How-To-Use-Blanks-Questions-in-the-Playground.pdf
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- Ask your child questions at their level of understanding and one level 

above.  

- If your child is unable to answer the question, model the answer.  
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